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to enter into a general and permanent .system with Prussia alone, without the: eonenrreMce of other Powers, would be ft measure, In my apprehension, perfectly frantic, and only to he jxistlfied by a combination similar to VhaV in 1756 being formed against us." Kour day.1) Inter, after .'in interview with I fort/berg, Dalryinplt; wrote lb.it a Northern League between U.H and the Haltie Powers was nut of the question during the lifetime of the C/arina, .seeing that Turkish sehemes stood first In her thought-!, and these implied alliance wilh Joseph,1 AN will shortly appear, the knowledge which the Turks had of these .schemes was to lead to the Kaslorn Win1 of 1787, which ended Iho suspense besetting Prussia and Knglaiul.
For the present the isolation of these States left them in n most precarious position. The utmost they could hope for wns In struggle on, waiting for a turn of l''orlune'.s wheel in their favour, The fir*i aim of the Court of Herliu was to thwart the Austrian .scheme for exchanging the Hrlgie province's for Havrirlit. Joseph II still pnrMird ihls phantom, though hr Imil his hands Cult En Hrahant, where philosophism had again stirrrd up revolt, and his alliance with Catharine pmlniilrd w.ir wilh tin* reM-nlfiil Turks. I'Yeilerirk \Villiam brlievrd.aiul perhaps rightly, that so long as lhr AUH|in Russian alliam e held good, 1'iuiija foiild lake lui step klwirw.mN. He llirrclin'c s.tw in the rulrrittif. ci(' Idn sister only u MI hrme to draw him inln fatal (:<UIIM-S; and wlu-n tlu* enliralir-J lituamr vrpvnai hrs his answeVH lii'i-amr few tviui cold.1
Unfortunately, tun, ihr inllurncr of ihc velcriiii diploiimlihl, llert/berg, wai waning, hccan.ia of an austere and somewhat superior manner which the young King resented. That Minuter favoured u clu*.e imdKrHtuncling wilh Kugland wilh a view to joint action at The Hague'; but there was armorialcd with him al the Foreign Ministry a colleague, I'minl Mnrkpnilrin, who strongly inclined Inwards Frame, thwarted Ilcrl/hrrg's rlfoiln, and prejudienl the King against an Kngtish alliame.1 To atld
' M.M. AiM. MS.S., jKtrfil. Srr, Inn, " iMnliiiRtlmry liianra," li, j|J, for lliiriiinrllirn'q virw, "I ncvrr Hfitir .1 i nttitrxiuii wild 1'iiii-iin iinlfti Kiiiftin, lUUl of mm-ir, I trliin.lik, lltr IIH Imlrtl."
* All thr <(f-i|i.iii Itri nf lilt-* niitP -.nvr In irfnti- llir- ttl.tiriitriil uf f.ci ky (v, Bti} llliil llir .tt i r'ltimi nf l-'inlriiik \\'llli.tlii "nif.llly i lliilinnl lilt ttllllfl-liott" fur llir I'nlli f,-i «i| (h.llljjr,
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